








Classes

Ballet training provides a solid foundation for all dance forms and for movement in 
general. Basic barre and floor exercises increase strength, coordination, and align-
ment as well as develop discipline of the body and mind. The serious dance student 
should take a minimum of 2 -3 dance classes per week including at least one ballet 
class. It is generally necessary for students to remain at each level for several years 
before progressing to the next level.

Ballet A - ages 7 to adult
Older beginners and graduates of Ballet AA will continue to learn basic ballet vocabulary 
and technique. Students will be introduced to elementary barre and floor work with 
emphasis being placed on mastering the basic positions of ballet and correct alignment. 
Again, students should expect to continue at this level for more than one year.

Ballet A/B - ages 10 to adult
This class will expand on the techniques introduced in the A level class and will 
include more complex floor work and combinations.

Ballet B - ages 11 to adult
A minimum of two years of ballet is prerequisite to this level of training.  Students must 
have a firm grasp of basic ballet vocabulary and technique.  Basics will continue to 
be reinforced as combinations of increasing complexity are introduced.  This level is 
recommended for both intermediate and advanced students.

Ballet B/C - ages 12 to adult
A minimum of four years of ballet is prerequisite to this level of training.  Students must 
have a firm grasp of basic ballet vocabulary and technique. Basics will continue to 
be reinforced as combinations of increasing complexity are introduced.  This level is 
recommended for both intermediate and advanced students.

Ballet C - ages 13 to adult
Advanced students only are permitted in this class. Permission of the instructor and 
a minimum of five years ballet training are required.

Pointe
Permission of the instructor is required. Physical development, alignment, and 
strength - not age  are considered. Two classes per week are recommended beyond 
the introductory level. These classes are designed to be taken in addition to the 
preceding technique class.

Desiree Witt began her dance training in Morgantown with Fiona Morris and Linda 
Roberts.  She has also studied at Point Park College in Pittsburgh and with Jurgen 
Schneider and Irina Kolpakova.  Ms. Witt is certified to teach Vaganova ballet technique.  
She has performed with the Morgantown Ballet, Ballet West Virginia (for which she set 
choreography) and the Ballet Theatre of Annapolis.  She holds undergraduate and Mas-
ters of Education degrees from Frostburg State University. Ms. Witt was Artistic Director 
of the Northern West Virginia Dance Council’s production of The Nutcracker from 
1996-1999 and will again direct the 2007 production. She teaches high school music in 
Maryland where she lives with her husband and daughter, and is the Artistic Director for the 
Dance Company at Frostburg State University. Desiree has been a member of the Morgan-
town Dance Studio’s faculty since its inception in 1991.

Kelley Wood started her training in Charleston, WV under the direction of Kim 
R.Pauley and Miguel Campaneria, now director of the National Ballet of Puerto Rico. 
She trained extensively at Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet under director Marcia Dale 
Weary, at Virginia School for the Arts, and at Point Park University where she worked 
towards her B.A. Kelley has danced for Ruth Medcalf of North Carolina Dance Theatre, 
where was awarded the soloist role in Balanchine’s Raymonda. Jaibin Pan of Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre cast her as soloist in his world premiere of Metamorphosis and Nicholas 
Petrov cast her as the Black Swan in Point Park’s Spring Works Performance resulting 
in an appearance in Dance magazine.  Darla Hoover, former principal and owner of 
the New York City Ballet Balanchine Trust, gave Kelley the soloist role in Balanchine’s 
Serenade. Before moving to Morgantown, where her son Sylas was born, Kelley lived in 
Salt Lake City, Utah and taught ballet, hip-hop and jazz. 
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About the Studio . . .

The Morgantown Dance Studio, the school of Morgantown Dance, Inc. (formerly 
the Northern West Virginia Dance Council) is a community program operated by 
volunteers. We are a not-for-profit, non-competitive school dedicated to provid-
ing our students with top-quality training and exposing the community to the 
disciplines and diversity of dance. Our staff of excellent teachers, with the help of 
dedicated volunteers, work hard to provide a positive environment and to challenge 
students at their own level of experience. 

Classes at the Morgantown Dance Studio are designed both for those who may 
wish to pursue a career in dance, and for students of all ages who simply wish to 
enjoy the many benefits of dance. Instructors place students at appropriate levels 
according to age, experience, and mastery of basic technique. For young children, 
social and physical development, rather than age, determine placement.

Although we do not offer “recitals” for our students, we host an Open House each 
term to give students an opportunity to showcase their talents. In the past we have 
presented Peter and the Wolf and Carnival of the Animals, and since 1996 we have 
produced The Nutcracker for the Northern West Virginia Dance Council, our 
parent organization (now Morgantown Dance, Inc.). Since 2004 productions of 
The Nutcracker have been presented at Morgantown’s historic Metropolitan Theatre. 
The spring 2007 production was Momotaro, a new contemporary ballet based on a 
Japanese folk tale was conceived and choreographed by Angela Dennis.

Each summer we offer Master Classes and Workshops with noted teachers and cho-
reographers as well as short sessions of technique classes for the serious student.  For 
our younger students we offer Dance Camps and Summer Intensives.

Volunteerism and cooperation are vital to the well-being of our studio and all 
participants are asked to volunteer in some capacity during the year on one of 
several committees (Class Representative, Fund Raising, Hospitality, Publicity, 
Communications/Public Relations, Facility Maintenance, etc.).

Non-discrimination Policy
Morgantown Dance Studio, the school of the Morgantown Dance, Inc., (fomerly 
the Northern West Virginia Dance Council) does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability, race, color, national, or ethnic origin in educational or admissions policies 
for any school administered programs.

Administration
Liz Finklea (Volunteer Administrative Director)

Dance Fun & Arts Enrichment Camp—Angela Dennis, and Staff	
Monday, June 9  -  Friday, June 13     9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 	 Cost $150	
	 Boys and Girls ages 5-7 (completed Kindergarten or 1st grade) 
	 (8:00 drop off and 5:30 pickup available)      	                                    	
	 Registration deadline May 23
This camp is for children at every level of dance education. In addition to dance 
classes, stretching and strengthening exercises, and creative expression, each day the 
students will explore different art forms and enjoy just plain fun. 

Pre-School Dance Exploration - Angela Dennis, and Staff
	 Monday, June 16 – Friday, June 20, 9:30 a.m. - noon 	 Cost $85
	 Boys and Girls ages 3-5	
	 Registration deadline June 2
Pre-schoolers will explore the basics of dance and practice role playing and creative expression.

Level I Dance Intensive—Angela Dennis, Terrill Mitchell, Lauren Slone, Kelley Wood
	 Monday, June 23 - Friday, June 27     9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  	 Cost $200	
For beginning/intermediate dancers aged 9 and up with a minimum of 2 years ballet
training. Activities will include conditioning and stretching, technique classes in
ballet, jazz, modern and musical theatre.

July Dance Intensives—Angela Dennis, Terrill Mitchell, Liz Rossi, Lauren Slone, 
	                              Jamie Stutler, Desiree Witt, Kelley Wood
	 Monday, July 7 – Friday July 18 and Monday, July 21 –Friday, August 1
	 Level 2 – 11:40 a.m. to 5:55 p.m. daily
Students should have attained approximately level A/B or B.  Classes will include ballet, 
modern, jazz, choreography, strengthen & stretch, pointe or pre-pointe, variations, and 
costuming.

	 Level 3 – 9:00 a.m. to 3:20 p.m. daily
Students should have attained approximately level B or B/C.  Classes will include ballet, 
pointe, variations, partnering, modern, jazz, choreography, pilates and floor barre.
			   Cost one week — $200
			   Two weeks — $375
			   Four weeks — $725

Weekend Workshop with Heather Ahern, Director of WVU’s Dance Program
	 Saturday, July 19 – Sunday, July 20     (Times TBA)	 Cost $50
Ms Ahern, will teach modern dance, partnering and choreography.

($40 when taken in conjunction with the July Dance Intensive)

Jazz Dance Workshop—Cecil Slaughter
	 Monday, August 11 - Friday, August 15 	 Cost $160
	 Ages 12 and up, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. daily.
Once again Cecil Slaughter, formerly of the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company and 
now a faculty member at Washington University, St. Louis, returns to MDS to challenge a 
new group of dancers with Horton based technique classes and original choreography. 
     		

Summer Workshops

(includes $25 
non-refundable deposit)

(includes $15 
non-refundable deposit)


